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UM CONFERS HONORARY DEGREES ON AUTHOR, JOURNALIST
MISSOULA A revered Montana journalist and a best-selling author and historian will receive The University
of Montana-Missoula’s highest honor during Commencement ceremonies Saturday, May 16.
President George Dennison will confer honorary Doctor of Letters degrees on Mel Ruder - the
only Montanan ever to win print journalism’s highest honor, the Pulitzer Prize - and Stephen Ambrose
—whose recent book, “Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson and the Opening of
the American West,” won international acclaim.
Dennison said the University is honored that Ruder and Ambrose accepted the degrees.
“The University of Montana has bestowed this honor upon a select group of people over the
years,” Dennison said. “Mel Ruder and Stephen Ambrose will take their places among that
distinguished group and add luster to it.”
Ambrose will receive his honorary doctorate at a 9:30 a.m. ceremony for graduates of the
College of Technology and the College of Arts and Sciences. Ruder will claim his degree during a 2
p.m. ceremony for graduates of UM’s professional schools. Both ceremonies will be held in the Harry
Adams Field House.
Ruder was an assistant professor of journalism at the University of North Dakota, his alma
mater, when he came to Montana in 1940 to see Glacier National Park and gain more practical
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experience. He intended to return to teaching one day. Instead he founded the weekly Hungry Horse
News in Columbia Falls in the summer o f 1946 and turned it into one o f the best weekly newspapers in
the nation.
His tenacious, death-defying coverage o f the Montana floods o f 1964 earned him his crowning
achievement. Dorothy Johnson, herself an award-winning writer and then a UM journalism professor,
nominated Ruder for a Pulitzer Prize in 1965.
Johnson told the Pulitzer committee that Ruder was “a man o f integrity, o f high ideals, of
resolution and dedication.” It was for those reasons that Joe Durso Jr., interim dean o f the UM School
of Journalism, nominated Ruder for an honorary doctorate.
“...These are precisely the qualities we hold up to our students for them to adopt as they pursue
their careers in journalism ,” Durso wrote in his nominating letter. “In this regard, Mel Ruder is a
superior role model.”
Ruder is known among his peers as a stalwart defender o f the First Amendment. He co-founded
the Montana Newspaper Hall o f Fame in 1958 and in 1981 was one among the first Montana journalists
to be designated as a Master Editor/Publisher by the Montana Newspaper Association.
He has been a strong supporter o f U M ’s journalism school and boasts strong family ties to the
University. His late wife, Ruth, and his daughter, Patsi Morton, and her husband, Doug, all have
degrees from UM, as do his granddaughters, Melissa Morton Engellant and Diane Morton Hogan.
Ambrose —a distinguished scholar-author who has written more than 20 books —has
consistently stayed on the New York Times best-seller list with his latest book, “Citizen Soldiers,” and
“Undaunted Courage,” which will become an ABC mini-series this year. It was the latter book that
landed him a role as commentator in a Ken Bums documentary on Lewis and Clark that aired last year
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on the Public Broadcasting Service.
In nominating Ambrose for the honorary doctorate, UM history department Chair Harry Fritz
called “Undaunted Courage,'' a labor of love. “He has always been a true Expedition aficionado following the trail, reviewing books, attending foundation meetings,” Fritz wrote. “But the book is more
than just history. It’s made a connection with American yearnings and aspirations. Somehow this
biography is larger than Lewis; it's an expression of American values.”
Ambrose has led travelers on historical tours of Montana for more than 20 years, as he and his
family fed an obsession for the history of Lewis and Clark. He has written about the state in his
biography, “Crazy Hor§e and Custer: The Parallel Lives of Two American Warriors,” and again in
“Undaunted Courage.” In recent years, he and his wife, Moira, have lived in Helena part of the year.
Three of their children have attended UM.
His other works include “Rise to Globalism,” a standard college text, and “D-Day: June 6, 1944:
The Climactic Battle of World War II,” which sold half a million copies in the first four months after it
was published on the 50th anniversary of the allied invasion of Europe. He has written several books
about Richard Nixon and Dwight D. Eisenhower.
Ambrose is director emeritus of the Eisenhower Center, retired Boyd Professor of History at the
University of New' Orleans and president of the National D-Day Museum. He has served on the faculty
of the University of California at Berkeley, Kansas State University and Johns Hopkins University.
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